
SGGHS 2020 MODERN HISTORY TRIAL PAPER QUESTIONS 

POWER AND AUTHORITY IN THE MODERN WORLD 1919-1946 
1. Outline the conditions that enable dictators to rise to power in the interwar period. (3

marks)
2. How does Source A reflect the initial consolidation of Nazi power 1933-1934? (4

marks)
3. What is the value of Source B for understanding the nature of Nazi ideology? (6

marks)
4. To what extent was the rise of Hitler and the Nazi Party the reason for the collapse of

the Weimar Republic? (12 marks)

NATIONAL STUDIES: RUSSIA AND THE SOVIET UNION 1917-1941 
a) To what extent does Stalin’s domination of the party structure account for his

emergence as leader of the USSR by the late 1920s?
b) To what extent did Stalin bring about economic and social transformation in the

Soviet Unions in the period to 1941?

PEACE AND CONFLICT: CONFLICT IN THE PACIFIC 
a) To what extent was Japan responsible for the outbreak of war in the Pacific in 1941?
b) What was the most significant reason for the Japanese defeat? Provide reasons for

your answer.

PEACE AND CONFLICT: CONFLICT IN EUROPE 1935-1945 
a) To what extent was Germany responsible for the outbreak of war in Europe in 1939?
b) What was the most significant turning point of the conflict in Europe? Provide

reasons for your answer.

CHANGE IN THE MODERN WORLD: THE CULTURAL REVOLUTION TO TIANAMEN 
SQUARE 1966-1989 

a) Outline THREE legacies the 1949 Revolution had on political and social conditions in
China. (3 marks)

b) Explain the souring of Sino-Soviet relations after the death of Stalin. (5 marks)
c) What were the main aims of Mao Zedong in starting the Cultural Revolution? (7

marks)
d) How significant was the Gang of Four to Mao’s Cultural Revolution? (10 marks)

CHANGE IN THE MODERN WORLD: CIVIL RIGHTS IN THE USA 1945-1968 
a) Outline THREE ways in which World War II had an impact on the circumstances of

African Americans. (3 marks)
b) Explain some of the way African Americans experienced racial discrimination during

the 1940’s and 1950’s. (5 marks)
c) What were the main methods employed by civil rights movements in the United

States across the period? (7 marks)
d) How significant was Martin Luther King to the civil rights movement up to 1968? (10

marks)
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