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Modern History 
 
 

General 
Instructions 

• Reading Time – 5 minutes 
• Working Time – 3 hours 
• Write using black pen 
• A source booklet is provided as a separate document 
• Write your student number at the top of every written page  

 
Total marks: 
100 

 Section I — 25 marks (pages 2–6) 
• Attempt Questions 1–4 
• Allow about 45 minutes for this section 
 
 Section II — 25 marks (page 7) 
• Attempt ONE question  
• Allow about 45 minutes for this section 
 
Section III — 25 marks (pages 8) 
• Attempt ONE question  
• Allow about 45 minutes for this section 
 

Section IV — 25 marks (pages 9) 
• Attempt ONE question (all parts) 
• Allow about 45 minutes for this section 
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Section I — Power and Authority in the Modern World 1919-1946 
 
25 marks 
Attempt Questions 1–4 
Allow about 45 minutes for this part 
 
The Source Booklet is required for this question. 
 
Answer the questions in the Writing Booklet. Extra writing booklets are available. 
 

 

Your answer will be assessed on how well you: 
• demonstrate historical knowledge and understanding relevant to the question 
• communicate ideas and information logically 
• use historical terms and concepts appropriately  

 
 
Question 1 (3 marks) 
 
Describe the contributions of ONE prominent individual to the Nazi state prior to 1939. 
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Question 2 (3 marks) 
 
How does Source A provide insight into the intentions of the UN after the war? 
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Question 3 (7 marks) 
 
Explain the value and limitations of Source B in understanding the reasons for the collapse of the 
Weimar Republic. 
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Question 4 (12 marks) 
 
How did the Nazi regime utilise propaganda and the cult of personality to exercise control in the 
period to 1939? 
 
In your response, integrate relevant evidence from Sources C and D. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Question 4 continues on page 6 
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Question 4 (continued) 
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Section II — National Studies  
 
25 marks 
Answer ONE question from Questions 5–12 
Allow about 45 minutes for this section 
 
Answer the question in the Writing Booklet. Extra writing booklets are available. 
 

 

Your answer will be assessed on how well you: 
• demonstrate historical knowledge and understanding relevant to the question 
• use relevant evidence and interpretation to support your response 
• communicate ideas and information using historical terms and concepts appropriately 
• present a sustained, logical and cohesive response 

 
 

Question 10 — Option F: Russia and the Soviet Union 1917–1941 (25 marks) 
 
(a) Evaluate the view that the political transformation of the Soviet State under Stalin enabled a successful 

economic transformation.   
 

   OR 
 

(b) To what extent did ideology impact on Soviet foreign policy in this period?  
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Section III — Peace and Conflict 
 
25 marks 
Attempt ONE question from Questions 13–18 
Allow about 45 minutes for this section 
 
Answer the question in the Writing Booklet. Extra writing booklets are available. 
 

 
Your answer will be assessed on how well you: 
• demonstrate historical knowledge and understanding relevant to the question 
• use relevant evidence and interpretation to support your response 
• communicate ideas and information using historical terms and concepts appropriately 
• present a sustained, logical and cohesive response 

 

  

Question 16 – Option D: The Cold War 1945–1991 (25 marks) 
 
(a) How was the arms race significant to the development of the Cold War? 

  
 OR 

 

(b) Evaluate the view that the disarmament agreements from 1978 to 1991 were insignificant in ending the Cold 
War.  
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Section IV — Change in the Modern World 
 
25 marks 
Attempt ONE question from Questions 19–24 
Answer ALL parts of the question 
Allow about 45 minutes for this section 
 
Answer the questions in the Writing Booklet. Extra writing booklets are available. 
 

 
Your answer will be assessed on how well you: 
• demonstrate historical knowledge and understanding relevant to the question 
• communicate ideas and information logically 
• use historical terms and concepts appropriately 

 
 

Question 24 – Apartheid in South Africa 1960–1994 (25 marks) 

 

(a) Briefly outline the nature of the African National Congress (ANC). 4 

(b) Describe the policy of apartheid. 5 

(c) Explain the role of South African security forces in repression and control during the apartheid 

period.   

7 

(d) Evaluate the impact of apartheid on rural and urban communities. 

Use Source E and your own knowledge to answer the question.  

 

9 

 SOURCE E          

[During the 1960’s] Whites prospered most as a result of the booming economy. Large 

Afrikaner corporations were formed and Afrikaners for the first time began to earn (on 

average) twice what the English-speaking South Africans were earning. Except for some 

small pockets of urban and rural poverty, whites were living a comfortable life. Most white 

people worked in skilled jobs and most households could afford a maid and a gardener. 

Despite the prosperity in South Africa, the black population lived in poverty. 

 

 Extract from T. Neale, ‘Apartheid in South Africa’, Cambridge, 2019  

 

 

 

  

 

 

End of paper 
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Source A   
 
Extract from US President Harry Truman’s address to the United Nations Conference, April 1945 
 

Nothing is more essential to the future peace of the world, than continued cooperation of the 
nations, which had to muster the force necessary to defeat the conspiracy of the Axis powers 
to dominate the world. While these great states have a special responsibility to enforce the 
peace, their responsibility is based upon the obligations resting upon all states, large and small, 
not to use force in international relations, except in the defense of law. The responsibility of 
the great states is to serve, and not dominate the peoples of the world. 
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Source B  
 
Article by Bruno Heilig, an Austrian journalist writing for the English Magazine Land and 
Liberty, 1938 
 

The more you have learned about the events the more you are puzzled. There was a country 
with a fine democratic constitution built on the ideas of liberty and self-government. Its people 
had been glad to get rid of the Kaiser after the Great War, and had elected in the Weimar 
National Assembly men whose records and programs offered the best guarantee for a radical 
extirpation of the hated old Prussian ideas. 
 

Then some crooks, fools and weaklings appeared on the stage of history, and liberty was thrown 
away, and democracy became rubbish. Hitler attained power under observance of a democratic 
constitution, the fundamental principle of which was self-government and self-determination 
of the people. He became Chancellor just in the same way as any of his predecessors: by regular 
appointment. There was no reason why the people should submit to tyranny against their will. 
They followed the tyrant voluntarily, many of them jubilant. 
 

How did it happen, how could it happen? Germany was in a state of intoxication. Modernize, 
modernize at all costs, was the only idea that people could entertain. In 1930 the first signs of 
a crisis became manifest. Workers stood off by machines met with difficulties when looking 
for other employment. Industrialists and merchants complained of difficulties in selling their 
merchandise. The position deteriorated month by month, week by week. 
 

In 1931 the crisis was in full swing. The breakdown of the German banks in the summer of 
1931 further proved the truth of the theory of the invariable costs. The industrialists and the 
merchants were unable to meet debts and interest and therefore the banks had to stop payment. 
The government rushed in to help the banks, which got accommodation at the expense of 
billions of marks drawn from the people’s taxes. Seven million men and women (one-third of 
the wage-earning people) unemployed, the middle class swept away: that was the position about 
one year after the climax of prosperity. Progress, conditioned as it was, had rapidly produced 
the most dreadful poverty. 
 

In the first year of the crisis, the number of Nazi deputies to the Reichstag rose from 8 to 107. 
A year later this figure was doubled. In the same time, the Communists captured half of the 
votes of the German Social Democratic Party and the representation of the middle class 
practically speaking disappeared. In January 1933 Hitler was appointed Reichskanzler 
(chancellor). He attained power, as I said before, quite legally. All the forms of democracy were 
observed. It sounds paradoxical but it was in fact absolutely logical…I do not believe that the 
Germans would have followed Hitler in his hates and revenges if the people had been living 
under reasonably good social conditions instead of being under the lash of so much 
unemployment and privation. 
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Source C 
 
Photograph of Hitler with admirers in a café taken by Hitler’s personal photographer, Heinrich 
Hoffman, date unknown 
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Source D 
 
‘All Germany hears the Führer on the People’s Receiver’, Poster, c. 1930s  
 
The poster refers to the cheap radios made by the Nazis and sold to the public.  
 
 

 
 

 



HSC Modern History 

General Feedback – AT4 – Trial HSC Examination 

  

Section 1 -   Mark Range: 13-25  Average: 19.6 

 

Question 1 -   Mark Range: 2-3  Average: 2.7 

Describe the contributions of ONE prominent individual to the Nazi state prior to 1939.  /3 

This question was quite well done. For each individual sufficient ACCURATE detail must be provided. We were a 

little generous with some of this. With short answer questions, accuracy is VERY important.  

 

Question 2 -   Mark Range: 2-3  Average: 2.8 

How does Source A provide insight into the intentions of the UN after the war?  /3 

In order to answer this question, you need to make sure that you reference the demands of the question in the 

response i.e. – ‘Source A provides insights’. Many of you provided references that were not clear and in line 

with the ‘intentions’ of the UN. Again, we were generous with this, but please be aware that you MUST directly 

answer the question.  

 

Question 3 -   Mark Range: 3-7  Average: 5 

Explain the value and limitations of Source B in understanding the reasons for the collapse of the Weimar 

Republic.  /7 

• This question required a direct response to the question, as an assessment of the value which is then 

explained.  

• Stronger answers provided the ‘judgement’ of value early and used the language that is demanded by this 

question i.e. Value, Strengths, Limits.  

• It is also vital not to be too critical of one source, remembering that no single source will cover ALL content. 

You have to analyse with source skills in mind, i.e. – content, author, motive, language, perspective, 

reliability, etc. Also, accuracy is important - This source was by an ‘Austrian’ not Australian – careful. 

• The response would ideally have been structured in 2 paragraphs for clarity  

• Source A – possible points of analysis: 

o Value: Content – depth, Perspective – Austrian/British. 

o Limits: Language – emotive, Motive – to entertain.  



Question 4 -   Mark Range: 4-12  Average: 9.1 

How did the Nazi regime utilise propaganda and the cult of personality to exercise control in the period to 

1939? In your response, integrate relevant evidence from Sources C and D.  /12 

This was a very generous question, a question type which we have practiced a lot. The structure was outlined by 

the question itself. It required you to integrate the sources. Stronger responses directly answered the question 

using a clear structure and by integrating the sources within paragraphs.  

 

Structure: 

• Planning would aid this response. Thinking about how/when to effectively use the source before writing 

allows for a more coherent response.  

• This response would ideally have: 

o Intro – 1-2 sentences which answer the question 

o Paragraph 1 – Propaganda using Source C or D as evidence 

o Paragraph 2 – Cult of Personality (as this was also propaganda) using Source C or D as evidence.  

 Paragraph structure as a guide/minimum: 

• P – own knowledge – direct response to the question with a clear point 

(propaganda or cult of personality) 

• E – explain the POINT – own knowledge 

• E – evidence using Source C/D and own knowledge 

• E – elaborate on how these items of evidence SHOW control in the period 

• L – to the question and the point 

o Conclusion – one/two sentences to summarise the response  

• The order of paragraphs also impacted the coherency of the content.  

• The use of the sources needed to be driven by your own knowledge. Stronger responses integrated the 

sources within their own knowledge and supported it with other examples.  

Content: 

• This question outlined the content required in the response – propaganda and cult of personality. It was 

about CONTROL. Stronger responses connected the themes with how they were used for CONTROL rather 

than just describing propaganda and cult of personality. 

• With propaganda it is imperative that you draw out your own knowledge. You have to know other 

examples.  

• Ensure that key terms appropriate to the topic areas are used e.g Fuhrer Myth, Fuhrerprinzip, 

Enlightenment, Volksgemeinschaft, etc. 

 



Section 2 -   Mark Range: 13-25  Average: 19.2 

Key considerations: For the essays, structure and clarity are equally as important as content knowledge. Please 

read over sentences to make sure they are not too long as this impacts coherence. PEEEL structure is vital for 

paragraphs, this will also help ensure that you are consistently answering the question.  

 

Question 10a -   Mark Range: 13-21  Average: 17.7 

Evaluate the view that the political transformation of the Soviet State under Stalin enabled a successful 

economic transformation. 

This question required students to look what enabled a ‘successful economic transformation’. The question is 

almost like a ‘statement’ question. Stronger responses were able to discuss content relevant to how Stalin used 

political processes to have an impact on the success of the economy, as well as draw in other factors which had 

an impact on the economy.  

Key considerations: 

• This was a ‘tricky’ question, which requires you to slow down. Do not change the question. Read it carefully 

and plan for the question provided. Many students changed it to a ‘to what extent’ style question.  

• Avoid generalisations. The view expressed is certainly true and needs to be demonstrated in detail; as one 

of the students stated, political transformation ‘ensured compliance and fear’.   

• Other factors also contributed, such as collectivisation, which provided capital, foreign investment (even in 

agriculture, the machine tractor stations) and trade, education which socialised young people to accept and 

comply with official policy, the use of rewards and bonuses, the ‘Stakhanovite movement’…  

 

Question 10b -   Mark Range: 18-25  Average: 21.6 

To what extent did ideology impact on Soviet foreign policy in this period? 

This question was addressed quite well. Stronger answers provided a sustained thesis which directly answered 

the question. More comprehensive knowledge about why ideology did not always play a strong role in Foreign 

Policy would help strengthen the responses.  

Key Considerations: 

• Each answer needed something more in terms of detail or coverage to reach the next level.   

• Russia needed the west for trade and investment so had to be diplomatic at times and seek 

friendships/alliances.   

• Perhaps the ideological aims were never completely abandoned but had to be subordinated to more 

pragmatic needs of security and economic development. Any methods necessary to achieve these aims 

were used. Note that Russia did not support communists in France and Spain at different stages.   



Section 3 -   Mark Range: 12-24  Average: 18.9 

Key considerations: Two very clear area of improvement for these responses was the need for clear POINT 

sentences for each paragraph which was a clear response to the question and aligning with the theses. 

Secondly, was the need to avoid ‘sweeping statements’/ ‘generalisations’. Too often we were reading that one 

item of evidence would ‘show’, ‘prove’. The sentences and expression of your argument needs to be clear and 

in line with your thesis, and how you express this is important. Using the bank of language provided to you 

would be a key revision tool/strategy.  

 

Question 16a -   Mark Range: 12-23  Average: 18.9 

How was the arms race significant to the development of the Cold War? 

Overall this question was fairly well done when the response remained true to the demands of the question. 

The nature of the question required for a complete focus on the ‘arms race’. Stronger answers discussed the 

arms race in the development of the cold war throughout the ‘start’ to ‘end’, using content from early crisis to 

disarmament agreements.  

Key considerations: 

• In a question like this, try to consider the expanse of the time period indicated by the question. 

• Have a clear and consistent thesis as this will ground your response for a question that is covering such a 

large time period 

• References to policy, weapons, agreements and events need to be evident and accurate.  

 

Question 16b -   Mark Range: 12-24  Average: 18.9 

Evaluate the view that the disarmament agreements from 1978 to 1991 were insignificant in ending the Cold 

War. 

This question was addressed quite well. Most responses which discussed the ‘ending of the cold war’ with 

reference to ‘disarmament agreements’ within their answer were able to develop a sufficient argument. Be 

aware of how to use this ‘view’ in your response if a coherent/logical manner.  

Key considerations: 

• You cannot ignore disarmament agreements in this response 

• Raegan and Gorbachev should make a clear appearance in this response. In order to discuss the factors that 

end the Cold War, this cannot be considered without the clear use of both these leaders 

• Be aware to use/reference the question. Whether you agree/disagree with the view, it is still important to 

use the words of the question to show that you are consistently answering the question.  



Section 4 -   Mark Range: 10-24   Average: 18.9 

 

Key considerations: For short answer sections, markers are awarding marks for your ability to answer the 

question with accurate and comprehensive details. Your knowledge of the content becomes vital.  

 

Question 24a -   Mark Range: 2-4  Average: 3.2 

Briefly outline the nature of the African National Congress (ANC).  /4 

• Fairly well done by many. Accuracy and depth of details was not ideal for the responses to this question.  

• 3-4 accurate details were needed to attain the full marks 

• Structuring this response in one single, logical paragraph is ideal  

 

 

Question 24b -   Mark Range: 2-5   Average: 3.8 

Describe the policy of apartheid.  /5 

• This question required you to describe WHAT apartheid is and HOW. Definitions and experiences helped to 

support the features of apartheid.  

• Key dates, people, groups need to feature in this response. E.g. 1948, Veorwood, National Party, Malan, 

policies.  

• Structuring this response in one single, logical paragraph is ideal  

 

 

Question 24c -   Mark Range: 2-7  Average: 5.6 

Explain the role of South African security forces in repression and control during the apartheid period.  /7 

• Be very clear of the demands of the question – ROLE, REPRESSION, CONTROL. This will help avoid responses 

which just outline/describe the security forces.  

• Stronger responses provided two clear paragraphs. Each paragraph explaining one way in which the South 

African security forces enforced repression and control.  

• Content knowledge was important for this response – names of the groups, laws, numbers, money, etc. 

which showed the ROLE of the repression and control strengthened responses.  

 

 



Question 24d -   Mark Range: 3-8  Average: 6.6 

Evaluate the impact of apartheid on rural and urban communities. Use Source E and your own knowledge to 

answer the question.  /9 

• This question was addressed fairly well. The question required an evaluation, and stronger answers used 

evaluative language. 

• Ideally the response provided two paragraphs, one on rural and the other on urban.  

• Source use needed to be effective and not just a ‘throw in’. Any responses that were able to effectively use 

the source to support a point from their own knowledge strengthened their response.  

• Accuracy and depth of knowledge was key to this response.  

• Rural:  

o Creation of Bantustans – remote areas 

o Bantustans Self-Government Act 1959 

o Bantu Education Act 1953 

o Access to services 

o Ground for ANC and PAC to grow  

• Urban: 

o Removal of black South Africans from urban areas: District 6 and Sophiatown  

o Use of labour/pass books 

o Socio-economic disparity  

 

 

 

Exam -   Mark Range: 48-94  Average: 75.7 

Key considerations: 

• Overall, this exam was well done. Many of you have demonstrated growth and exam conditions are 

always more difficult.  

• It is important that you focus on what you have done well. 

• It is really important that you take time to go over the exam, your responses and al the feedback 

(general and individual) before you devise a ‘way forward’. 

• Your revision from this point should be very targeted based on areas of improvement ‘ 

 

Well done Year 12 Modern Historians – you should be proud! 


