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General 
Instructions 

• Reading time – 5 minutes 
• Working time – 3 hours  
• Write using black pen 
• Write your student number and teacher’s name on the  

multiple choice answer sheet 
 

Total marks: 
100 

Section I - 20 marks (pages 2-6) 
• Attempt Questions 1 – 20  
• Allow 30 minutes for this section 
 
Section II – 30 marks (pages 9-16) 
This section has two parts, Part A and Part B 
• Allow about 1 hour for this section 
Part A – 15 marks  
• Attempt Questions 21- 23 
Part B – 15 marks 
• Attempt Question 24 

 
Section III - 50 marks (pages 17-19) 
• Attempt TWO questions from Questions 25 - 31 - each from a 

 different Option 
• Allow about 1 hour and 30 minutes for this section 

 
 

Question Mark 

Multiple Choice Q1-20 / 20 

    Short Answer Part A Human Rights Q21 - 23 / 15 

                         Short Answer Part B Crime Q24  / 15 

Extended Response Option 1 / 25 

Extended Response Option 2                               / 25 

TOTAL / 100 
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Section I 

 
20 marks 
Attempt Questions 1 – 20 
Allow about 30 minutes for this section 
 
Use the multiple- choice answer sheet for Questions 1-20 
 
1. Human rights are described as inherent. This means that these rights 

 
A. apply to everyone regardless of race, sex and religion. 

B. apply to all humans because they are human. 

C. are connected and indivisible. 

D. cannot be taken away.  

 

2. Why are young offenders treated differently to adult offenders in the criminal justice 
system? 
 
A. It is required by international law 

B. Young offenders do not reoffend as often as adults 

C. The offences they commit are usually not as serious 

D. They are less likely to understand the consequences of their actions 

 

3. Anna is being prosecuted for a robbery in NSW. Anna gives evidence that she was in 
Queensland at the time of the offence. 
 
Which of the following does this evidence challenge? 
 
A. Mens Rea 

B. Causation  

C. Actus Reus  

D. Doli incapax  

 

4. Which of the following rights is recognised in the International Covenant on Economic 
Social and Cultural Rights? 
 
A. The right to vote 

B. The right to education  

C. Freedom from torture  

D. The inherent right to life. 
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5. The prosecution and defence agree that an offender will plead guilty of theft instead of 
armed robbery. 
 
What is this an example of? 
 
A. Charge negotiation 

B. Leniency of the criminal justice system 

C. A diversionary program 

D. The role of the adversary system  

 

 

6. What is an important guideline for a judge to consider when sentencing a young offender 
convicted of a criminal offence? 

 
A. Retribution 

B. Education 

C. Custodial sentence 

D. Deterrence  

 

 

7. Which term defines the right of Indigenous people to control their local territory? 
 
A. Civilian law 

B. Natural rights  

C. Self-determination 

D. Environmental rights  

 

 

8. Rosie and Ren have a baby daughter who is seriously ill. They fail to provide adequate 
medical treatment, which subsequently results in her death.  
 
What is the charge which is most likely to lead to a custodial sentence? 
 
A. Manslaughter 

B. Murder 

C. Child abduction 

D. Assault 
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9. Through which of the following does the process involving prosecution, defence and a 
magistrate agreeing on a set of facts and an early guilty plea occur?  
 
A. Sentencing 

B. A committal hearing 

C. Charge negotiation 

D. A case conference 

 

 

10. Cross examination of witnesses is a characteristic of which of the following? 
 
A. An adversarial system 

B. A jury trial 

C. An inquisitorial trial 

D. The committal process 

 

 

11. Ella has been detained for 48 hours without charge because police believe that she was 
about to engage in a terrorist act.  
 
What is this type of detention known as? 
 
A. Probation 

B. Protective 

C. Preventative  

D. Periodic 

 

 

12. Ben helps Di plan a bank robbery. Di attempts to commit the bank robbery but is 
unsuccessful.  
 

      Which of the following statements is correct? 
 
A. Ben has committed a preliminary crime; Di has committed a white-collar crime 

B. Ben and Di have both committed preliminary crimes 

C. Ben and Di are both principals in the second degree 

D. Ben is an accessory before the fact; Di is an accessory after the fact  
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13. During a murder trial, the defendant’s barrister argues that a prosecution witness is lying. 
 
What is the barrister attempting to show? 
 
A. Deterrence  

B. Actus Reus 

C. Strict liability 

D. Reasonable doubt  

 

 

14. Bailey, who is 17, has been charged with an indictable offence. He wishes to plead not 
guilty.  
 
Which of the following statements is correct? 
 
A. Bailey is not eligible for Legal Aid  

B. Bailey is likely to be eligible for Legal Aid 

C. Bailey’s trial will take place in the Local Court 

D. Bailey’s trial will take place in the Supreme Court 

 
 

 
15. Riley had been drinking. While being driven home, Riley was swearing at people out of the 

car window. The driver was stopped by police and Riley was issued a fine for using 
offensive language. 
 
In which category of crime does this offence fall? 
 
A. Drug  

B. Driving 

C. Public order 

D. Economic 

 

 

16. A mining company has destroyed a local site which is sacred to indigenous people. 
 

What type of breach is this to Aboriginal people?  
 
A. Civil and political rights 

B. Social and cultural rights 

C. Collective rights 

D. Property rights 
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17. A person is convicted of a transnational crime in the Federal Court. The person wishes to 
have this conviction reviewed. 
 
What court would the person go to? 

 
A. Drug Court 

B. Court of Criminal Appeal 

C. Supreme Court 

D. High Court 

 

 

18. Empanelling a jury refers to which of the following?  
 
A. Selecting a jury 

B. Challenging a juror 

C. Dismissing a juror 

D. Dismissing a jury 

 

 

19. Sam kills her partner after a 15 year relationship. Sam’s sentence is reduced because of 15 
years of abuse by the victim. 
 

What is this an example of? 

 

A. Rehabilitation factor 

B. Aggravating factor 

C. Mitigating factor 

D. General deterrence 

 

 

20. Which of the following statements is correct about human rights? 
 
A. Human rights are guaranteed in domestic law  

B. Human rights only apply to those who do not break the law 

C. They are recognised and applied by all nations 

D. Human rights are often impacted by state sovereignty  

 

 
 

End of Section I 
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Section II  
 
30 Marks 
Attempt Questions 21-24 
Allow about 1 hour for this section 
 
Instructions • Part A – Human Rights 

Answer the Questions 21-23 in the spaces provided. These spaces provide 
guidance for the expected length of your response.  
Extra writing space is provided on pages 18-20.  
If you use this space, clearly indicate which question you are answering. 
 

• Part B - Crime 
Answer Question 24 in the separate booklet provided.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     Please turn over 
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Section II  
 
Part A – Human Rights 
15 marks  
Attempt Questions 21-23 
 
 
Question 21 (3 marks)               
                                                                                                                                                       
Outline THREE characteristics of human rights.                                

……………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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Question 22 (5 marks)               
 
Explain how self-determination and universal suffrage have been recognised as human rights 

over time.  

………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………  

…………………………………………………………………………………………………  

…………………………………………………………………………………………………                  

………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………           

…………………………………………………………………………………………………                        

………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………                
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Question 23 (7 marks) 
 
With reference to specific examples, discuss how major human rights documents have 
contributed to the development of human rights.                                                                           

………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 

 

 

 

 

End Section II - Part A 
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Section II- Part A extra writing space 
If you use this space, clearly indicate which question you are answering. 
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Section II – Part A extra writing space 
If you use this space, clearly indicate which question you are answering. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



15 
 

Section II – Part A extra writing space 
If you use this space, clearly indicate which question you are answering. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



16 
 

 
Section II  
 
Part B – Crime 
15 marks 
Attempt Question 24  
       
Answer Question 24 in the answer booklet provided. Extra writing paper is available. 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

Your answer you will be assessed on how well you: 
• demonstrate knowledge and understanding of legal issues relevant to the question 
• communicate using relevant legal terminology and concepts 
• refer to relevant examples such as legislation, cases, media, international instruments 

and documents 
• present a sustained, logical and cohesive response 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Question 24 (15 marks) 
 
Evaluate the role of the sentencing process in dealing with the tension between community 
interests and individual rights and freedoms.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

End of Section II - Part B 
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Section III – Options 
 
50 Marks 
Attempt TWO questions from Questions 25-31, each from a different Option 
Allow about 1 hour and 30 minutes for this section 
 
Answer both questions in the writing booklets provided.  
Use a separate writing booklet for each question. Extra writing paper is available. 
Clearly state the question attempted and complete your Student Number and teacher’s name. 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

In your answer you will be assessed on how well you: 
• demonstrate knowledge and understanding of legal issues relevant to the question 
• communicate using relevant legal terminology and concepts 
• refer to relevant examples such as legislation, cases, media, international instruments 

and documents 
• present a sustained, logical and cohesive response 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Question 25 - Consumers (25 marks) 
  

(a) With reference to at least one contemporary issue, evaluate the effectiveness of the legal 
system in encouraging dispute resolution between consumers and suppliers.  25 

 
                                                            OR 
 

(b) To what extent does the law respond to changing values and ethical standards to address the 
needs of consumers in modern Australian markets.      25 

   
 
 
 
Question 26 - Global Environmental Protection (25 marks) 
 
(a) ‘The main focus of the law relating to environmental protection is international cooperation 

and the resolution of conflict’.  
 
Discuss the accuracy of this statement.       25 

 
                                                           OR   
 

(b) With reference to at least one contemporary issue, evaluate the impact of state sovereignty 
in achieving compliance in global environmental protection.    25   
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Question 27 – Family (25 marks) 
 
(a) With reference to at least one contemporary issue, assess the effectiveness of the law in 

addressing conflict within family situations.      25 
 
                                                                        OR 
 
(b)  To what extent does the law respond to changing values and ethical standards to achieve 

justice for families in relationship breakdowns.      25 
 
 
 
 
Question 28 - Indigenous Peoples (25 marks) 
 
(a) With reference to at least one contemporary issue, assess the effectiveness of the law in 

responding to the difficulties faced by indigenous people in determining their own future.
            25 

 
                                                                        OR 
 
(b) To what extent does the law respond to changing values and ethical standards to achieve 

justice for indigenous people across the globe.      25 
 
 
 
 
Question 29 – Shelter (25 marks) 
 
(a) With reference to at least one contemporary issue, assess the effectiveness of the law in 

responding to the needs of people who have difficulty in securing shelter.  
  25 

 
                                                                          OR 
 
(b) To what extent does the law respond to changing values and ethical standards to achieve 

justice for those providing shelter and those seeking shelter.    25 
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Question 30 – Workplace (25 marks) 
 
(a) With reference to one contemporary issue, assess the effectiveness of the law in responding 

to rights of employees in the workplace.       25 
 
                                                                         OR 
 
(b) To what extent does the law respond to changing values and ethical standards to achieve 

justice for all parties in the dispute resolution process.      25 
 
 
 
 
 
Question 31 - World Order (25 marks) 
 
(a) With reference to at least one contemporary issue, evaluate the effectiveness of legal and 

non-legal responses in achieving world order.                   
            25 

                                          
                                                                         OR 
 
 
(b) ‘The main focus of the law relating to world order is the resolution of conflict’.  

 
Discuss the accuracy of this statement.       25 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

End of paper 
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Trial HSC Exam Legal Studies 2022 

Multiple Choice: 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
B D C B A D C A D A 
11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 
C B D B C B D A C D 

 

 

Human Rights Marking Guidelines 

Section II: Part A – Human Rights (15 marks) 

Question 21 (3 marks) 

Outline THREE characteristics of human rights. 

Criteria Marks 
• Indicates the main features of THREE characteristics of human rights 3 
• Indicates the main features of TWO characteristics of human rights 2 
• Indicates the main features of ONE characteristic of human rights  1 

 

Marker’s comments: 

Students were required to correctly indicate the correct characteristic of human rights and the main 
features of each characteristic of human rights accurately. Some students were mixing up the 
characteristic and the main features. Students also need to be careful not to just identify in an 
outline question.  

Answer can include:  

• Universal:  To be enjoyed by all individuals regardless of their nationality, gender, race, or status. 
• Inherent: The birth right of all humans and are to be enjoyed by all people simply by reason of 

their humanity. 
• Inalienable: People cannot agree to give them up or have them taken away 
• Indivisible:  That is, all human rights are equally important. 

 

  



Sample answer: 

Sample 1: 

 

Sample 2: 

 

 

  



Question 22 (5 marks) 

Explain how self-determination and universal suffrage have been recognised as human rights over 

time.  

Criteria Marks 
• Demonstrates a thorough understanding of self-determination and universal 

suffrage as human rights  
• Provides an informed explanation of how self-determination and universal 

suffrage have been recognised as human rights over time.      

5 

• Demonstrates a sound understanding of self-determination and universal suffrage 
as human rights. 

• Provides an explanation of how self-determination and universal suffrage have 
been recognised as human rights over time.  

4 

• Demonstrates an understanding of self-determination and universal suffrage as 
human rights. 

• May include an example 

3 

• Makes general statements about self-determination and universal suffrage 2 
• Makes general statements about human rights 1 

 

Marker’s comments: 

Students needed to provide a thorough understanding of how self-determination and universal 
suffrage have been recognised as human rights over time, using specific examples. The better 
responses provided examples from various human rights documents such as the ICCPR and the 
UDHR, using specific articles. Some answers were too focused around definitions and not 
incorporating examples of how both human rights were recognised over time. 

Answer can include: 

• Self-determination is the right of people to decide their own political status and to choose their 
own form of government. This collective human right was established with the 1776 US 
declaration of Independence against British colonial rule. It has also been recognised in 
international documents such as article 15 of the UDHR, articles 1(1) and 55 of the Charter of the 
United Nations 1945, article 1 of ICCPR and ICESCR.  

• Universal suffrage is the right of all adults to vote in government elections. The right to vote was 
usually restricted by status, gender, race, age, beliefs or nationality but this is a concept that has 
undergone gradual development. The right to vote is now protected under Article 21 (3) of the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights.  

•  In Australia, Indigenous peoples were denied the right to vote until 1962 but unlike other 
Australians, voting was not compulsory for them. A 1967 constitutional referendum finally gave 
Indigenous Australians the right to be counted in the Australian Census.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Sample answer: 

Sample 1: 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 



Sample 2: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Question 23 (7 marks)  

With reference to specific examples, discuss how major human rights documents have contributed to 
the development of human rights.                                                                           

Criteria Marks 
 

• Demonstrates a thorough understanding of major human rights documents and 
their contribution to the development of human rights                      

• Identifies issues and provides informed points for and/or against how major 
human rights documents have contributed to the development of human rights 

• Integrates relevant examples 
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• Demonstrates a sound understanding of major human rights documents and 

their contribution to the development of human rights 
• Identifies issues and provides points for and/or against how major human rights 

documents have contributed to the development of human rights 
• Uses relevant examples 

 

 
 

5-6 

 
• Demonstrates some understanding of major human rights documents and their 

contribution to the development of human rights  
• Identifies issues and provides limited points for and/or against how major human 

rights documents have contributed to the development of human rights 
• Makes limited reference to examples 

 

 
3-4 

 
• Writes in general terms about human rights documents 

 

 
1-2 

 

Marker’s comments: 

Students were requried to demonstrate knowledge on major human rights documents such as the 
UDHR, ICCPR and ICESCR by identifying issues and providing arguments for and/or against their 
contribution to the development of human rights. Students needed to provide specific examples of 
articles or case studies. Identification of issues can include how human rights documents have 
contributed to and devleoped human rights, however has had limitations too based on the documents 
ability to be enforced in countries. For example, the right to education is enforced, still doesn’t 
guarantee free primary education.  

Answer can include: 

• The UDHR has been an influential document in reflecting fundamental rights including 30 
articles, such as the right to life in article 4. However it is considered soft law and is not binding 
on nations to enforce in their countries. 

• The ICCPR has been instrumental in contributing to the development of human rights by being 
a binding covenant on countries who become parties to the document. It includes important 
rights such as article 8, the right to be free from slavery. However, in practice, countries can 
be non-compliant which is evident through the existence of modern slavery around the world.  

• The ICESCR has been influential in developing human rights through the focus on key economic, 
cultural and social rights such as the right to work and the right to education (art 26). This has 
not been reflected around the world due to the consensual nature of human rights law e.g 
Afghanistan. 



 

 

 

Sample answer: 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Part B – Crime (15 marks) 

Question 24  
Evaluate the role of the sentencing process in dealing with the tension between community interests 
and individual rights and freedoms. 

Criteria Marks 
• Demonstrates an extensive understanding of the role of the sentencing process 
• Makes an informed judgement using criteria about the effectiveness of the 

sentencing process in dealing with tensions between the community and 
individual rights and freedoms 

• Integrates relevant examples such as legislation, cases, media, international 
instruments, and documents 

• Presents a sustained, logical, and cohesive response to the question using 
relevant legal terminology and concepts 

 
 
 

13 - 15 

• Demonstrates a substantial understanding of the role of the sentencing process 
• Makes a sound judgement, explicitly or implicitly about the effectiveness of the 

sentencing process in dealing with tensions between the community and 
individual rights and freedoms 

• Uses relevant examples such as legislation, cases, media, international 
instruments, and documents 

•  Presents a logical and cohesive response to the question using relevant legal 
terminology and concepts 

 
 
 

10 - 12 

• Demonstrates an understanding of the role of the sentencing process 
• Makes some judgement about the effectiveness of the sentencing process in 

dealing with tensions between the community and individual rights and freedoms 
• Makes some reference examples such as legislation, cases, media, international 

instruments, and documents 
•  Presents a structured response to the question using relevant legal terminology 

and concepts 

 
 
 

7 – 9 

• Demonstrates limited understanding of the role of the sentencing process 
• Makes general statements about the sentencing process in dealing with tensions 

between community and/or individual rights and/or freedoms 
• Makes limited reference to examples such as legislation, cases, media, 

international instruments, and documents 
•  Uses some relevant legal terminology 

 
 
 

4 – 6 

• Writes in general terms about crime or sentencing or punishment 
• May include reference to legislation, cases, media, international instruments, and 

documents 
• May use legal terminology 

 
1 - 3 

 

Marker’s comments: 

 

 

Breaking down the question: 

Evaluate the role of the sentencing process in dealing with the tension between community 
interests and individual rights and freedoms. 

Evaluate– Make a judgement based on citeria 

role of the sentencing process – purpose of sentencing : deterrence, punishment, 
rehabilitation, protect communitiy, rehabilitation . The purposes of sentencing can overlap, 
and even conflict. For example, protection of the community may not align with the 
rehabilitation of the offender 

dealing with the tension between community interests and individual rights and freedoms.– 
Integrate the perspectives of all stakeholders in paragraphs – C.I 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Better responses 

• Carefully read the set question, look at the directive term & spend time planning the written 
response.  

• Extensively covered the role of the sentencing process - elaborating how the sentencing 
process works in dealing with the tension between community interests and individual rights 
and freedoms and not just identifying them (demonstrating specific knowledge) 

• Judgements are well-articulated using clear criteria as the factors of evaluating the 
effectiveness show the sentencing process works in dealing with the tension between 
community interests and individual rights and freedoms. 

•  Provided justification and balanced reasoning in support of the comprehensive judgments. 
(Highlighting the difficulty and the ease of the sentencing process works in dealing with the 
tension between community interests and individual rights and freedoms) 

• Integrate a variety of relevant supporting examples (especially cases, legislation, media, 
international instruments, documents, and statistics) as evidence to demonstrate the 
effectiveness. (Evidence needs to be made to support your judgment). 

• Consistently used appropriate legal terms/concepts throughout the  
• This question required reference to both appropriate legislation & cases to highlight the 

effectiveness of the sentencing process in dealing with the tension between community 
interests and individual rights and freedoms. 

• In making an evaluation, give a balanced view and look at factors that help deal with the 
tension between community interests and individual rights and freedoms & factors that limit 
achievement of this.  

Students need to improve: 

• Some students need to also improve their handwriting skills 
• Answer the question - knowing your syllabus dot points will help ensure you are answering 

the question 
• PLAN!!!!! 
• Not rushing to examples or evidence, needed to demonstrate specific knowledge of the role 

of sentencing process. 
• Use PLEEL/PEEEL Structure -Improve essay style and make use of distinct paragraphs 

throughout their responses 
• Link the end of the paragraph to the question even though it is repetitive. 
• Quote cases & legislation correctly. 
• Avoid being too descriptive - focus on the relevance of the evidence as these aids 

demonstrate the effectiveness/ineffectiveness of the responses 
 

Answers could include the following: Areas of the syllabus that could be considered in this 
question  

• Sentencing Guidelines - Statutory & judicial guidelines; 
• Factors affecting sentencing decisions - Aggravating and Mitigating factors, Maximum 

penalty, Circumstances of the offence (objective features), circumstance of the offender 
(subjective features) 

• Mandatory Sentencing 
• The role of the victim in sentencing - Thomas Kelly;  
• Sentencing appeals 
• Alternative methods of sentencing - Circle Sentencing & Restorative justice 
• Post-sentencing considerations - Security classification (High Risk, Medium, Low Risk), 

Protective Custody, Parole, Preventative Detention, Continuing Detention, Sexual offenders’ 
registration, Deportation,  

• Early Guilty Pleas - sentence discount 



• Community-based sentencing - Intensive correction Order, Community Correction Order and 
Community Release Order 
 

Legislation: 
• Crimes Act 1900 NSW - s19 Maximum Penalty 
• Crimes (Sentencing Procedures) Act 1999 NSW - Judicial guidelines, Section 21A - lists 

aggravating and mitigating factors) 
• Children (Criminal Proceedings) Act 1987 (NSW) 
• Child Protection (Offenders Registration) Act 2000 (NSW) 
• Migration Act 1958 (cth), 
• Crimes (Sentencing Procedure) Amendment (Sentencing Options) Act 2017 (CSP Amendment 

Act) - There is now a presumption of full-time custody or a supervised order for offenders 
found guilty of a domestic violence offence. 

• The Justice Legislation Amendment (Committals and Guilty Pleas) Act 2017 (“the amending 
Act”) introduced new committal proceedings, compulsory case conferences and a fixed guilty 
plea discount scheme for indictable offences. 

• Victims’ Rights and Support Act 2013 (NSW) 
 

 Reference to cases such as  
• R v Loveridge 2014(Thomas Kelly) NSW; 
• R v Sam 2009 (Gloria);  
• R v Laupama 2001 NSW;  
• R v Jacobs 2013 NSW (murder of police officer);  
• R v Milat 1996 NSW; 
• R v Skaf 2000 NSW 
• R v Baden Clay 2015 QCA 265 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Sample introduction 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Sample paragraph #1 

 

 



 

 

Sample paragraph #2 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



QUESTION 26 A and B 

General feedback: 

• Students are still not providing a plan and often run out of time but the marker is unable 
to consider the plan which could lead to an extra mark 

• Students still need to work on their structure of the response. Start a new paragraph when 
going from international response to domestic. Many students are not leaving a line and it 
becomes confusing for the marker. 

• PEEL paragraphs is advised to ensure that you are writing sustained and logical 
paragraphs. 

• Students are  
a) ‘The main focus of the law relating to environmental protection is international cooperation and 

the resolution of conflict’. 

Discuss the accuracy of this statement 

CRITERIA  Marks 
• Demonstrates extensive understanding of the law relating to environmental 

protection  
• Makes an informed judgement, explicitly or implicitly about the main focus of the 

law relating to environmental protection being international cooperation and 
resolution of conflict 

• Integrates the statement AND relevant examples such as legislation, cases, media, 
international instruments, and documents  

• Presents a sustained, logical, and cohesive response to the question using relevant 
legal terminology and concepts 

 
 
 
21 - 25 

• Demonstrates substantial understanding of the law relating to environmental 
protection  

• Makes a sound judgement, explicitly or implicitly about the main focus of the law 
relating to environmental protection being international cooperation and the 
resolution of conflict. 

• Uses the statement AND relevant examples such as legislation, cases, media, 
international instruments, and documents  

• Presents a logical and cohesive response to the question using relevant legal 
terminology and concepts 

 
 
 
16 - 20 

• Demonstrates an understanding of the law relating to environmental protection 
• Makes some judgement, explicitly or implicitly about the main focus of the law 

relating to environmental protection being international cooperation and the 
resolution of conflict 

• Makes some reference to the statement AND examples such as legislation, cases, 
media, international instruments, and documents  

• Presents a structured response to the question using relevant legal terminology 
and concepts 

 
 
 
11 - 15 

• Demonstrates limited understanding of the law relating to environmental 
protection 

• Makes statement about the main focus of the law relating to environmental 
protection being international cooperation and the resolution of conflict  

• Makes limited reference to the statement AND/OR examples such as legislation, 
cases, media, international instruments, and documents  

• Uses some relevant legal terminology 

 
 
 
6 - 10 

• Writes in general terms about the law relating to world order 
• May include reference to the statement AND/OR legislation, cases, media, 

international instruments, and documents  
• May refer to general legal terms  

 
 
1 - 5 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Comments: 
 
 
Breaking down the question:  

Quote: ‘The main focus of the law relating to environmental protection is international cooperation 
and the resolution of conflict’. 

The quote requires students to write from the perspective of the law and it’s main focus being two 
fold – international cooperation AND resolution of conflict. It is important for students to engage 
with both aspects of the question meaningfully.  

International cooperation – The law has encouraged cooperation by promoting the focus on 
environmental protection such as conferences (e.g Stockholm and Rio conferences) and through 
binding agreements and additional protocols. Encouraging countries to sign and ratify these 
agreements has led to the law being able to achieve its focus. However, when countries do not 
comply or ignore international treaties, the weaknesses of the law becomes evident.  

Resolution of conflict – The better responses identified the conflict, before making a judgement on 
whether the conflict is resolved through treaties, protocols and generally, legal mechanisms.  

For example, the conflict was the issue of ozone depletion, which has been on track to be resolved 
due to the success of the Montreal protocol and mechanisms such as mandatory timetables and the 
multilateral fund which promotes equity for developing countries.  

Discuss – For the purpose of this 25 mark response, students needed to make an informed judgement 
explicitly or implicitly, however to access the higher end of the top band, students need to be explicit 
in their judgement.  

Accuracy of this statement – This was rarely done but the better responses commented on the 
accuracy of the statement, especially as their linking sentence at the end of the paragraph.  

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 
 
b) With reference to at least one contemporary issue, evaluate the impact of state sovereignty in 

achieving compliance in global environmental protection.  

CRITERIA MARK 
• Demonstrates extensive understanding of the impact of state sovereignty in achieving 

compliance in global environmental protection 
• Makes an informed judgement, using criteria, about the impact of state sovereignty in 

achieving compliance in global environmental protection with reference to at least one 
contemporary issue 

• Integrates relevant examples such as legislation, cases, media, international 
instruments and documents  

• Presents a sustained, logical and cohesive response to the question using relevant legal 
terminology and concepts  

 

 
 
 
 
21-25 

• Demonstrates substantial understanding of the impact of state sovereignty in achieving 
compliance in global environmental protection. 

• Makes a sound judgement, using explicit or implicit criteria, about the impact of state 
sovereignty in achieving compliance in global environmental protection with reference 
to at least one contemporary issue 

• Uses relevant examples such as legislation, cases, media, international instruments and 
documents  

• Presents a logical and cohesive response to the question using relevant legal 
terminology and concepts  

 

 
 
 
16-20 

• Demonstrates an understanding of the impact of state sovereignty in achieving 
compliance in global environmental protection. 

• Makes some judgement about the impact of state sovereignty in achieving compliance, 
with reference to at least one contemporary issue 

• Makes some reference to examples such as legislation, cases, media, international 
instruments and documents  

• Presents a structured response to the question using relevant legal terminology and 
concepts  
 

 
 
 
11-15 

• Demonstrates limited understanding of the impact of state sovereignty in achieving 
compliance in global environmental protection   

• Makes statements about the impact of state sovereignty and compliance in global 
environmental protection. May refer to a contemporary issue. 

• Makes limited reference to examples such as legislation, cases, media, international 
instruments and documents  

• Uses some relevant legal terminology  
 

 
 
6-10 

• Writes in general terms about global environmental protection  
• May include reference to legislation, cases, media, international instruments and 

documents  
• May refer to general legal terms 
 

1-5 

 

Comments:  

 



 

 

 

 

 

With reference to at least one contemporary issue, evaluate the impact of state sovereignty in 
achieving compliance in global environmental protection.  

CRITERIA MARK 
• Demonstrates extensive understanding of the impact of state sovereignty in achieving 

compliance in global environmental protection 
• Makes an informed judgement, using criteria, about the impact of state sovereignty in 

achieving compliance in global environmental protection with reference to at least one 
contemporary issue 

• Integrates relevant examples such as legislation, cases, media, international 
instruments and documents  

• Presents a sustained, logical and cohesive response to the question using relevant legal 
terminology and concepts  

 

 
 
 
 
21-25 

• Demonstrates substantial understanding of the impact of state sovereignty in achieving 
compliance in global environmental protection. 

• Makes a sound judgement, using explicit or implicit criteria, about the impact of state 
sovereignty in achieving compliance in global environmental protection with reference 
to at least one contemporary issue 

• Uses relevant examples such as legislation, cases, media, international instruments and 
documents  

• Presents a logical and cohesive response to the question using relevant legal 
terminology and concepts  

 

 
 
 
16-20 

• Demonstrates an understanding of the impact of state sovereignty in achieving 
compliance in global environmental protection. 

• Makes some judgement about the impact of state sovereignty in achieving compliance, 
with reference to at least one contemporary issue 

• Makes some reference to examples such as legislation, cases, media, international 
instruments and documents  

• Presents a structured response to the question using relevant legal terminology and 
concepts  
 

 
 
 
11-15 

• Demonstrates limited understanding of the impact of state sovereignty in achieving 
compliance in global environmental protection   

• Makes statements about the impact of state sovereignty and compliance in global 
environmental protection. May refer to a contemporary issue. 

• Makes limited reference to examples such as legislation, cases, media, international 
instruments and documents  

• Uses some relevant legal terminology  
 

 
 
6-10 

• Writes in general terms about global environmental protection  
• May include reference to legislation, cases, media, international instruments and 

documents  
• May refer to general legal terms 
 

1-5 

 

Comments:  

 



 

 

 

 

 

Marker’s comments: 

Students were asked to make a judgement as to how effective the legal and non legal responses are 

to address environmental issues at a global level. These responses tended to be examining issues 

such as ozone depletion, climate change, biodiversity and pollution. These responses tended to 

examine the legal responses in detail and then the non legal responses in far less detail. In this 

regard the best answers concentrated on two or three issues and discussed how effective the legal 

responses are. These responses used examples of global initiatives, global legal bodies and statistics 

to support their responses. They then dealt with the non legal responses with the better answers 

examining the relative power of non legal means particularly in democratic countries with a free 

media. These responses then made a judgement as to the relative effectiveness of the legal means 

compared to the non legal means.                                        

 

Question 31 – World Order (25 marks) 

31 (a) With reference to at least one contemporary issue, evaluate the effectiveness of legal and 
non-legal responses in achieving world order. 

CRITERIA  Marks 
• Demonstrates extensive understanding of legal and non-legal responses in 

achieving world order   
• Makes an informed judgement using criteria about the effectiveness of legal 

and non-legal responses in achieving world order 
• Integrates ONE contemporary issue concerning world order 
• Integrates relevant examples such as legislation, cases, media, international 

instruments, and documents 
• Presents a sustained, logical, and cohesive answer to the question using 

relevant legal terminology and concepts 

 
 
 

21 - 25 

• Demonstrates substantial understanding of legal and non-legal responses in 
achieving world order   

• Makes a sound judgement, explicitly or implicitly about the effectiveness of 
legal and non-legal responses and achieving world order 

• Uses ONE contemporary issue concerning world order 
• Uses relevant examples such as legislation, cases, media, international 

instruments, and documents 
• Presents a logical and cohesive answer to the question using relevant legal 

terminology and concepts 

 
 
 

16 - 20 

• Demonstrates an understanding of legal and non-legal responses in achieving 
world order   

• Makes some judgement, explicitly or implicitly about the effectiveness of legal 
and non-legal responses and achieving world order 

 
 
 

11 - 15 



• Makes some reference to ONE contemporary issue concerning world order 
• Makes some reference to examples such as legislation, cases, media, 

international instruments, and documents 
• Presents a structured response to the question using relevant legal terminology 

and concepts 
• Demonstrates limited understanding of legal and non-legal responses in 

achieving world order   
• Makes general statements about the effectiveness of legal and non-legal 

responses and achieving world order 
• Makes limited reference to examples such as legislation, cases, media, 

international instruments, and documents 
•  Uses some relevant legal terminology and/or concepts 

 
 
 

6 - 10 

• Writes in general about world order 
• May include reference to examples such as legislation, cases, media, 

international instruments, and documents 
• May refer to general legal terms 

 
 

1 - 5 

 

 

Question 31 – World Order (25 marks) 

31 (a) With reference to at least one contemporary issue, evaluate the effectiveness of legal and 
non-legal responses in achieving world order. 

CRITERIA  Marks 
• Demonstrates extensive understanding of legal and non-legal responses in 

achieving world order   
• Makes an informed judgement using criteria about the effectiveness of legal 

and non-legal responses in achieving world order 
• Integrates ONE contemporary issue concerning world order 
• Integrates relevant examples such as legislation, cases, media, international 

instruments, and documents 
• Presents a sustained, logical, and cohesive answer to the question using 

relevant legal terminology and concepts 

 
 
 

21 - 25 

• Demonstrates substantial understanding of legal and non-legal responses in 
achieving world order   

• Makes a sound judgement, explicitly or implicitly about the effectiveness of 
legal and non-legal responses and achieving world order 

• Uses ONE contemporary issue concerning world order 
• Uses relevant examples such as legislation, cases, media, international 

instruments, and documents 
• Presents a logical and cohesive answer to the question using relevant legal 

terminology and concepts 

 
 
 

16 - 20 

• Demonstrates an understanding of legal and non-legal responses in achieving 
world order   

• Makes some judgement, explicitly or implicitly about the effectiveness of legal 
and non-legal responses and achieving world order 

• Makes some reference to ONE contemporary issue concerning world order 
• Makes some reference to examples such as legislation, cases, media, 

international instruments, and documents 
• Presents a structured response to the question using relevant legal terminology 

and concepts 

 
 
 

11 - 15 

• Demonstrates limited understanding of legal and non-legal responses in 
achieving world order   

 
 
 



• Makes general statements about the effectiveness of legal and non-legal 
responses and achieving world order 

• Makes limited reference to examples such as legislation, cases, media, 
international instruments, and documents 

•  Uses some relevant legal terminology and/or concepts 

6 - 10 

• Writes in general about world order 
• May include reference to examples such as legislation, cases, media, 

international instruments, and documents 
• May refer to general legal terms 

 
 

1 - 5 

 

Contemporary issues  

• The principle of ‘responsibility to protect’ 
• Regional and global situations that threaten peace and security 
• The success of global cooperation in achieving world order 
• Rules regarding the conduct of hostilities. 

 

 Legal responses covered included 

• International Court of Justice 
• International Criminal Court 
• Tribunals such as ICTY, ICTR, and ECCC 
• International instruments e.g UNCLOS including the South China Sea dispute and the breach of UNCLOS articles (57, 

60, and 300) – can also link PCA decision 
• UN and UNSC and the impacts of veto powers 
• R2P – Link of Syria, Libya, etc 

Non- Legal responses covered included 

• Media 
• Non-Governmental Organisations 

General comments:  

• Read carefully the set question, look at the directive term & spend time on planning the written response.  
• Some students need to also improve handwriting skills, improve essay style, and make use of distinct paragraphs 

throughout their response.  
• This was a more popular question where many students demonstrated extensive knowledge of the effectives of the 

legal and non-legal responses in achieving world order. 
• Students mostly used the contemporary issue of Responsibility to Protect and Regional and global situations that 

threaten peace and security 
• Some popular evidence included the South China Sea dispute including UNCLOS articles and PCA. Students were 

able to contrast this dispute well with the Australia v Timor Leste maritime disputes and the positive impacts of 
state sovereignty on enhancing diplomatic relationships and giving Timor Leste a chance to earn profits and for the 
country to prosper. 

Better responses 

• Extensively covered legal responses and at least TWO non-legal responses - elaborating how legal responses work 
and not just identifying them (demonstrating specific knowledge) - how effective these responses are achieving 
world order. 

• Judgements well-articulated using clear criteria as the basis of evaluating the effectiveness and ineffectiveness of 
the responses using contemporary issues. Provided justification and balanced reasoning in support of the 
comprehensive judgements. (Highlighting the difficulty and the ease of the responses achieving world order) 



• Integrate a variety of relevant supporting examples as evidence to demonstrate the effectiveness of the legal 
responses in encouraging cooperation and resolving conflict in achieving world order, including establishing 
instruments such as United Nations Security Council Resolutions and The Rome Statute. 

• Clearly, articulating the link between the response and the outcome (achieving world order) 
• Integrates ONE contemporary issue concerning world order with brief description of the issue 
• Integrating and analysing relevant media reports, documents, international law and opinions from experts. 

 

Students need to improve: 

• Some students need to also improve their handwriting skills 
• Answer the question - knowing your syllabus dot points will help ensure you are answering the question 
• Avoid writing page long introduction 
• PLAN!!!!! 
• Use PLEEL/PEEEL Structure -Improve essay style and make use of distinct paragraphs throughout their responses 
• Link the end of the paragraph to the question even though it is repetitive. 
• Not rushing to examples or evidence, needed to demonstrate specific knowledge of contemporary issues before 

introducing the responses 
• Quote cases & legislation correctly. Try and include media articles especially those provided in booklets 
• Avoid being too descriptive - focus on the relevance of the evidence as these aids demonstrate the 

effectiveness/ineffectiveness of the responses 
 

Sample paragraph #1 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Sample paragraph #2 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Question 31 – World Order (25 marks)  

31(b) ‘The main focus of the law relating to world order is the resolution of conflict’.  Discuss the 
accuracy of this statement.  

CRITERIA  Marks 
• Demonstrates extensive understanding of the law relating to world order  
• Makes an informed judgement, explicit or implicit about the main focus of the 

law relating to world order in the resolution of conflict 
• Integrates the statement AND relevant examples such as legislation, cases, 

media, international instruments, and documents  
• Presents a sustained, logical, and cohesive response to the question using 

relevant legal terminology and concepts 

 
 
 

21 - 25 

• Demonstrates substantial understanding of the law relating to world order  
• Makes a sound judgement, explicitly or implicitly about the main focus of the 

law relating to world order in the resolution of conflict 
• Uses the statement AND relevant examples such as legislation, cases, media, 

international instruments, and documents  
• Presents a logical and cohesive response to the question using relevant legal 

terminology and concepts 

 
 
 

16 - 20 

• Demonstrates some understanding of the law relating to world order  
• Makes some judgement, explicitly or implicitly about the main focus of the law 

relating to world order in the resolution of conflict 
• Makes some reference to the statement AND examples such as legislation, 

cases, media, international instruments, and documents  
• Presents a structured response to the question using relevant legal terminology 

and concepts 

 
 
 

11 - 15 

• Demonstrates limited understanding of the law relating to world order  
• Makes statement about the main focus of the law relating to world order in the 

resolution of conflict 
• Makes limited reference to the statement AND/OR examples such as 

legislation, cases, media, international instruments, and documents  
• Uses some relevant legal terminology 

 
 
 

6 - 10 

• Writes in general terms about the law relating to world order 
• May include reference to the statement AND/OR legislation, cases, media, 

international instruments, and documents  
• May refer to general legal terms  

 
 

1 - 5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Legal responses covered included 

• International Court of Justice 
• International Criminal Court 
• Tribunals such as ICTY, ICTR, and ECCC 
• International instruments e.g UNCLOS including the South China Sea dispute and the breach 

of UNCLOS articles (57, 60, and 300) – can also link PCA decision 
• UN and UNSC and the impacts of veto powers 
• R2P – Link of Syria, Libya, etc 



General comments: 

Only a few students chose this response.  

 

The accuracy of the statement ‘the focus of the law relating to world order in the resolution of 
conflict needed to be clearer at times.  

Students need to integrate the statement in their paragraphs and not only in the end of the 
paragraph to link back. 

Discussion of the statement – enable students to make a judgment as the students had to elaborate 
if the statement is true or not. (Judgement linked to the discussion of accuracy of the statement) 

Some need to focus on writing more logically, concisely, and clearly.  

 

Better responses 

• Extensively covered law relating to world order. elaborating how legal responses work in 
resolution of conflict and not just identifying them (demonstrating specific knowledge) - how 
effective these responses are achieving world order. 

• Discussing the accuracy of the statement and making judgements as the basis of evaluating 
the effectiveness and ineffectiveness of the law in resolution of conflict. Provided 
justification and balanced reasoning in support of the statement. 

• Integrate a variety of relevant supporting examples as evidence to demonstrate the 
effectiveness of the legal responses in resolving conflict, including establishing instruments 
such as United Nations Security Council Resolutions and The Rome Statute. 

• Clearly, articulating the link between the response and the outcome (resolution of conflict) 
• Integrating and analysing relevant media reports, documents, international law and opinions 

from experts. 
 

Students need to improve: 

• Some students need to also improve their handwriting skills 
• Answer the question - knowing your syllabus dot points will help ensure you are answering 

the question 
• PLAN!!!!! 
• Avoid writing page long introduction 
• Use PLEEL/PEEEL Structure -Improve essay style and make use of distinct paragraphs 

throughout their responses 
• Integrate the statement in their paragraphs and not only in the end of the paragraph to link 

back. 
• Link the end of the paragraph to the question even though it is repetitive. 

• Not rushing to examples or evidence, needed to demonstrate specific knowledge conflict or 
elaboration of the issue in conflict before discussing the accuracy of the statement 

• Quote cases, case studies & legislation correctly. Try and include media articles especially 
those provided in booklets 

• Avoid being too descriptive - focus on the relevance of the evidence as these aids 
demonstrate the effectiveness/ineffectiveness of the responses 
 

 



 

Sample paragraph #1 

 

 

 

 

 



 

           

 



 

 

Sample paragraph #2 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Sample paragraph #3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Sample paragraph #4 
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